
 

 
 

 

 
In Community With Those On The Margins 

March 17, 2021 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
 

WELCOME 
 

INVOCATION AND OPENING LITANY            

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

CONFESSION SCRIPTURE                Isaiah 64:8-9 
Yet you, LORD, are our Father.  We are the clay, you are the pot-

ter; we are all the work of your hand. Do not be angry beyond 

measure, LORD; do not remember our sins forever. Oh, look on us, 

we pray, for we are all your people. 
 

HYMN            Change My Heart, O God 

Change my heart, O God; make it ever true. 

Change my heart, O God; may I be like you. 

You are the potter; I am the clay. 

Mold me and make me; this is what I pray. 

Change my heart, O God; make it ever true. 

Change my heart, O God; may I be like you. 

  

PRAYER 

Mender of divisions, 

You sent Christ to heal the world and to gather those on the 

margins.  Bring your healing power to us.  May we extend 

your power and grace to those separated from their communi-

ties and those longing for a tangible sign of your love.  In 

Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen 



GOSPEL READING                             Mark 5:1-20 

     They came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the 

Gerasenes. And when he had stepped out of the boat, immediately 

a man out of the tombs with an unclean spirit met him.  He lived 

among the tombs; and no one could restrain him any more, even 

with a chain;  for he had often been restrained with shackles and 

chains, but the chains he wrenched apart, and the shackles he broke 

in pieces; and no one had the strength to subdue him.  Night and 

day among the tombs and on the mountains he was always howling 

and bruising himself with stones.  When he saw Jesus from a dis-

tance, he ran and bowed down before him;  and he shouted at the 

top of his voice, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the 

Most High God? I adjure you by God, do not torment me.”  For he 

had said to him, “Come out of the man, you unclean spirit!”  Then 

Jesus[b] asked him, “What is your name?” He replied, “My name is 

Legion; for we are many.”  He begged him earnestly not to send 

them out of the country.  Now there on the hillside a great herd of 

swine was feeding;  and the unclean spirits begged him, “Send us 

into the swine; let us enter them.”  So he gave them permission. 

And the unclean spirits came out and entered the swine; and the 

herd, numbering about two thousand, rushed down the steep bank 

into the sea, and were drowned in the sea. 
     The swineherds ran off and told it in the city and in the coun-

try. Then people came to see what it was that had happened.  They 

came to Jesus and saw the demoniac sitting there, clothed and in 

his right mind, the very man who had had the legion; and they 

were afraid.  Those who had seen what had happened to the demo-

niac and to the swine reported it.  Then they began to beg Jesus to 

leave their neighborhood.  As he was getting into the boat, the man 

who had been possessed by demons begged him that he might be 

with him.  But Jesus refused, and said to him, “Go home to your 

friends, and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and 

what mercy he has shown you.”  And he went away and began to 

proclaim in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him; and 

everyone was amazed. 

 

SERMON  “In Community With Those On The Margins” 
 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+5%3A1-20&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24371b


AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again; 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen 
 

PRAYER HYMN    O Lord, Here My Prayer 

O Lord, hear my prayer; O Lord, hear my prayer: 

when I call, answer me.  O Lord, hear my prayer;  

O Lord, hear my prayer: come and listen to me. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

PRAYER HYMN    O Lord, Here My Prayer 

O Lord, hear my prayer; O Lord, hear my prayer: 

when I call, answer me.  O Lord, hear my prayer;  

O Lord, hear my prayer: come and listen to me. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

BLESSING 

The Creator who fashions us together with all things, the Christ 

who leads us into a new beloved community, the Spirit who holds 

us in the communion of saints, one God, bless you now and always. 

Amen. 
 

 

 

 



HYMN      Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service 
Lord, whose love in humble service 

bore the weight of human need 

who upon the cross, forsaken, 

worked your mercy's perfect deed: 

we, your servants, bring the worship 

not of voice alone, but heart; 

consecrating to your purpose 

ev'ry gift which you impart. 
 

Still your children wander homeless; 

still the hungry cry for bread; 

still the captives long for freedom; 

still in grief we mourn our dead. 

As you, Lord, in deep compassion 

healed the sick and freed the soul, 

by your Spirit send your power 

to our world to make it whole. 
 

As we worship, grant us vision, 

till your love's revealing light 

in its height and depth and greatness 

dawns upon our quickened sight, 

making known the needs and burdens 

your compassion bids us bear, 

stirring us to ardent service, 

your abundant life to share. 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, joined together in Christ. 

Okay, we will.  Thanks be to God. 
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