
2020     OSL 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
 

2 
DOG Night video 
drop on FB 

3 

7:00pm Zoom 
Advent Bible 
Study with Chelle 

4 
10:30am   
Feeding SD 
Truck @ OSL  

5 

6 
2nd Sunday of Advent 
“Come, O Lord” 
9:30am Parking Lot     
Worship and live on FB/
Communion 
Special Congregational 
Meeting following Worship 
10:30am Worship       
Committee Meeting 
5:00pm Confirmation @ 
OSL and on Zoom  
6:30--8:00pm HS Youth 
Group  
 

7 
5:30pm Advent 
Bible Study @ 
OSL and on 
Zoom 
 

8 
9:30am Advent 
Zoom Bible Study 
w/Pastor Deb 
 
Pastor Deb off in the 

afternoon 

9 
DOG Night video 
drop on FB 

10 
9:30am WELCA 
@ OSL and on 
Zoom 
 
7:00pm Zoom 
Advent Bible 
Study with Chelle 

11 12 

13 
3rd Sunday of Advent 
“Come, O Root of Jesse” 
9:30am Worship @ OSL 
and Live on FB 
3:00-7:00 HS Youth Group  
 
 
 

14 
9:30am Advent 
Zoom Bible 
Study w/Pastor 
Deb 
5:30pm Advent 
Bible Study @ 
OSL and on 
Zoom 

15 
10:00am      
Christmas    
Wrapping Party 
@ OSL 

16 
DOG Night video 
drop on FB 

17 
3-5pm Hermosa/
Fairburn        
Community Food 
Bank open 
 
7:00pm Zoom 
Advent Bible 
Study with Chelle 

18 19 

20 
4th Sunday of Advent 
“Come, O Key of David” 
9:30am Worship@ OSL 
and Live on FC/
Communion 
Following Worship-
Church Council Meeting 
5:00pm Confirmation @ 
OSL and on Zoom  
6:30-8:30pm HS Youth 
Group  
 

21 
First Day of Winter 
9:30am Advent 
Zoom Bible 
Study w/Pastor 
Deb 
5:30pm Advent 
Bible Study @ 
OSL and on 
Zoom 

22 23 
DOG Night video 
drop on FB 

24 
Christmas Eve 
Services 
2:00pm, 4:00pm, 
6:00pm, 8:00pm 
 
Church office closed 
 

25 26 

27 
1st Sunday of Christmas  
9:30am Worship @ OSL 
and Live on FB 

28 29 30 
No DOG Night 
video this week 

31 
New Years Eve 

Church office closed 

1  

       



Light one candle to watch for Messiah:  
let the light banish darkness. 
He shall bring salvation to Israel,  
God fulfills the promise.  
 

Light two candles to watch for Messiah:  
let the light banish darkness. 
He shall feed the flock like a shepherd,  
gently lead them homeward. 
 

Light three candles to watch for Messiah:  
let the light banish darkness. 
Lift your heads and lift high the gateway  
for the King of glory. 
 

Light four candles to watch for Messiah:  
let the light banish darkness. 
He is coming, tell the glad tidings.  
Let your lights be shining.  
By Wayne Wold and set to a Yiddish folk tune. 

     The season of Advent is upon us.  Advent literally means “coming” or “arrival.”  It refers to the 
coming of Jesus Christ to earth as a baby to bring salvation to God’s people in a most unexpected 
way.  As Christians we anticipate a second advent when Christ will come again.  Until then we wait 
and we prepare, just as we wait and prepare to celebrate the birth of Christ once again. 
     One way we celebrate the season of Advent is to light candles on an Advent wreath marking 
the weeks until the Light that no darkness can overcome entered our world.  It seems in some 
ways 2020 has been a little darker.  For many the path we are to travel has not been lit quite so 
brightly.  We will most definitely be celebrating Christmas in new and unexpected ways.  But yet, 
the light of Christ continues to shine brightly through each one of us.   
     Meghan Johnston Aelabouni shared the following in her devotion in the November Gathering 
magazine. 
Some years ago, a seminary professor brought to class an example of the oil lamps [which may 
have been used during Biblical times]:  tiny clay vessels that fit in the palm of one hand.         
Thousands of years before electricity, these lamps might well light the path forward - but not like a 
high-powered flashlight illuminating the entire road.  Perhaps, … God’s word gives us just enough 
light to see the next step in front of us, but no more - yet the lamp that is faithful can still guide us 
home, one step at a time. 
     This hit home for me as, like many others, I struggled to see the path into the future during 
this time of pandemic, political unrest and racial unrest.  During this liminal season when I know 
we can’t go back to exactly how things were last Advent but we are not sure what the future looks 
like.  What if instead of insisting that God turns on the high powered flashlight, we sit in the    
shadows and the darkness lighting one candle at a time, trusting God is using this light to          
illuminate just enough of our path to take one step at a time? 
     One candle at a time.  This is scary because it means we need to slow down and truly watch to 
see where we are going.  It means giving up control of thinking we know what the future holds 
and leaning into the Light of God to guide us where God wants us to go instead of where we think 
we want to go.  It means living in the grey and being open to travel and celebrate in unexpected 
ways.  It means change and we know how good us humans are with change!   
     So light one candle this Advent season and rest in God’s promises which God fulfills.            
Emmanuel!  God is with us.  God will not let the darkness overcome us.  God is working through us 
to let our lights shine so we too can proclaim the glad tidings of Jesus’ birth, God’s promise of     
salvation fulfilled. 
Happy Advent and Merry Christmas, 

Pastor Deb Grismer 

Picture by Dar & Gwen Schroeder 

Light One Candle  

An Advent Devotion 



 

 
 

  
 

 

OPEN Thursday 
December 17th 

3:00-5:00pm 
Located at Heartland Hair 

300 E Main St.  Hermosa 

For information please contact Lois at  

255-5299.   

 

“All are Welcome”  

Our invitation can reflect the  

hospitality of Jesus.  
 Join WELCA at our next gathering  

Thursday, December 10th at 9:30 am at OSL and on Zoom  
 Bible Study 

A Christmas Devotional --  
"Singing, writing, moving, connecting"   

Advent rituals for uncertain times 
 Extra copies of the Bible study are available in the church office. 

Contact Josie at 605-255-4662 or osl@mt-rushmore.net and she will 
mail one to you. WELCA meeting to follow.                                    

Zoom Meeting ID: 518 251 3825      Password: OSLHermosa  
The link will also be emailed and posted on the  OSL Facebook page 

and website. 
All women are invited to join us each month to spend a morning to learn about the bible and to enjoy time 

with friends. 

Feeding SD Food Box Drop off 

Friday, December 4th 

OSL Parking Lot 

10:30-11:30am 
 

Feeding SD’s new rules.... 
*Must have photo ID with you 

*No more than 2 persons in the car 
*Can no longer deliver boxes to others-they 
have to be there themselves to pick up their 

own boxes 
 

Church office will be closed 
December 25th Christmas Day 

January 1st New Years Day 

mailto:osl@mt-rushmore.net


O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
Advent Bible Study 

 
9:30 am – Come as you are via Zoom with Pastor Deb 

(Bedhead, coffee and all)   
Dec. 8th, 14th, 21st 

Zoom Meeting ID:  518 251 3825     
Password:  OSLHermosa 

 

5:30 pm – Come as you are to the church  
fellowship hall or via Zoom with Pastor Deb 

Dec. 7th, 14th, 21st 
Zoom Meeting ID:  518 251 3825     

Password:  OSLHermosa 
 

7:00pm - Zoom with Chelle  
Dec. 3rd, 10th, 17th 

Zoom Meeting ID: 886-0644-8843    
Password: 372054 

 

Using the book O Come, O Come, Emmanuel:  An Advent 

Study, our Bible study will accompany our worship series 
and help us go deeper and unpack the way we see Jesus.  

The book for this study (paperback or eBook version) is 
available for $10.00.  If you would like one, please Josie 

(605-255-4662) or Pastor Deb (605-890-0781) 

"O Come, O Come Emmanuel."  This is the theme of 
our Advent Worship series which will began           
November 29.  You are invited to come and worship 
with us as we look at Scripture and walk through the 
O antiphons that declare who Christ is to us and that 
he has come to each one of us.  We will be reminded 
during Advent that Jesus is our Wisdom, our Lord, the 
Root of Jesse, the Key of David, our Dayspring, our 
Emmanuel and the King of Nations. 
 

Join us Sunday mornings  at 9:30 to celebrate the                    
season of Advent! 

 

Sunday, December 6th “Come, O Lord” 
Parking Lot Worship and Live on Facebook/YouTube 

Communion 
Special Congregational Meeting to follow worship 

 
Sunday, December 13th “Come, O Root of Jesse 
Worship @ OSL and Live on Facebook/Youtube 

 
Sunday, December 20th  “Come, Of Key of David 

Worship @ OSL and Live on Facebook/Youtube 
Communion  

 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/OSLHermosa 
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/TheOSLHermosa 

Website: www.oslhermosa.com 

Advent Series 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services @ OSL 
December 24th  

 

2:00pm Candlelight Service with Holy Communion- In person worship and also live stream on Facebook and YouTube 
(live stream can be accessed anytime after 2pm)  

4:00pm  Candlelight Service with Holy Communion - In person worship and also live stream on Facebook and YouTube 
(live stream can be accessed anytime after 4pm)  

6:00pm Candlelight Service with Holy Communion - In person worship 
8:00pm A Quiet Christmas Service- Candlelight and Holy Communion- this service is for those wishing to worship but are 
grieving, not feeling very “Christmacy” or just need a break from the chaos and hustle/bustle of the season -In person       
worship and also live streamed on Facebook and YouTube (live streamed can be accessed anytime after 8pm) 

 
We want to offer as many opportunities for you to worship in the building as possible.  But due to COVID, and the need to 

follow CDC guidelines, as well as try and keep each other safe, we can only allow a certain number of people at each service.  
So please, call the church office and reserve your spot for Christmas Eve Services.  255-4662 We will have spaces for 

visitors at each service.  No one will be turned away.  Masks will be required.   



DOG NIGHT IS BACK!  WELL...KIND OF 
DOG Night, as we know it, is changing to keep our children and adults safe. 

Disciples of God Online Christian Education Ministry 

Watch for DOG Night to appear online every Wednesday!  We will post a recording on our Facebook page, 
YouTube page and our Website!  

*Bible Story/Skit/Puppets   *Ideas to incorporate the weekly theme in your own household!  

Everyone is welcome to watch and participate. Stay tuned to our Facebook Page and our website for ways to 
participate, both online and in the church!  

Yes, we will need kids to help us each week!   

If you have any questions or ideas, please call   Pastor Deb at 605-890-0781 or  Josie Main at 605-255-4462 
                         www.oslhermosa.com                  https://www.facebook.com/OSLHermosa 

 

Do you know of a child(ren) that would love our DOG Night videos?  Because they are online, anyone,  anywhere, can par-
ticipate! Please take the opportunity to share this children’s ministry with the children in your life! 

 

OSL Community High School Youth Group 
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 

 
We are a safe group for any 9th - 12th grade students who are interested in learning 

about God and deepening our faith to  become better adults while having fun. 
 

 December Schedule 
 

Sunday, Dec. 6th- 6:30-8:00pm  @OSL Pizza Night 

Sunday, Dec. 13th- 3:00-7:00pm Shopping and Supper for the Angel Tree- Meet @ OSL 

Sunday, Dec. 20th- 6:30-8:30 @ OSL Christmas Baking and Activities 

Sunday, Dec. 27th- No HS Youth Group 

Weekly gatherings will rotate to include Bible study, Service and Fun activities.  Fundraising activities will also be scheduled.  This group is 

youth driven with Pastor Deb Grismer as a guide.  We expect all members to be respectful, have a good attitude, be willing to actively participate 

in all types of activities and want to grow in faith.  We realize not everyone is able to be with us every week.  We hope you will come when you 

are able.  Contact  Pastor Deb for more information. 



Church Council Meeting Highlights 
November 15, 2020 

Note:  Information presented at the Church Council meeting but mentioned elsewhere in the newsletter is not duplicated 
here. 
 

Members Present:  (in person or via Zoom) Bill Denner t, Dar  Schroeder , Jason Vir tue, Mike Baschnagel, Adare 
Diers, Carmen Lakner, Rodney Clark and Chelle Schefcik    Pastor Deb was also present.   

 

Ministry Mission Plan Updates 

*Property Committee:  Work continues on the boiler.  The sign on the church building under the cross is also getting 
needed updating. 
*Education Committee:  Online DOG Night ministry continues.  We have seven students in our confirmation class. 
*Worship Committee:  Plans are in place for decorating the building for Christmas.  One hundred Advent-Epiphany Kits 
are being assembled to be delivered to worshipers. Christmas Eve service possibilities were discussed.   
*Outreach Committee:  Trunk or Treat was cancelled due to the pandemic.  The Community Action Card which was 
granted to help with expenses has been approved to use for Advent kit expenses. 
*Mission Committee:  $1660 was collected for the Wild Fire Relief Mission of the moment.   
*Financial Mission Plan:  Mike has applied for full forgiveness for the PPP loan.  Now we wait for the paperwork to go 
through the process.  The first draft of the 2021 Financial Mission Plan was presented.  This will be taken back to the 
Committees for their input. 
 

Other Discussion/Decisions 
*Our first in-building worship service went well.  About 15 people were present in person with many more joining 
online. 
*Pastor Deb has been in conversation with Eric Ulmer concerning the Broadcasting/Sound System project.  He continues 
to wait for two major parts of the system so installation can begin.   
*We will offer multiple Christmas Eve worship services in the building as well as online.  The Worship Committee will 
work on the details. 
*A special meeting of the congregation was called by the Council for December 6 following worship to adopt a           
resolution to amend the constitution to allow for congregational meetings to happen via Zoom or other technology with 
members present online having voice and vote.  Worship will be held in the parking lot that Sunday to allow for more 
people to be safely present. 
Next regular meeting will be December 20, 2020 following worship. 

    Financial Update 
 As of October 31, we had 
$34,253.26 in our checking/savings 
accounts.  Our income from Janu-

ary 1 - October 31, 2020 was $94,648.89 compared to $101,511.59 
in 2019.  Our expenses from January 1-October 31, 2020 totaled 
$100,623.98 compared to $100,046.71 during the same time period 
in 2019.  Our overall expenses continue to be less than originally 
planned because of the change in how ministry happens due to 
COVID.  The Church Council and OSL staff are very grateful for 
the continued financial support from many of our worshipers.  Every 
financial gift has been a blessing and allowed us to continue to be 
confidently creative in the ways we are reaching out to proclaim 
God’s Word and share God’s love throughout our community an 
beyond.  If you would like more detailed information on OSL finan-
cial mission plan, please contact Mike at 605-858-3402 or treasur-
eroslhermosa@gmail.com.  Thank you for your continued financial 
support! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastor Deb and the Church Council would like 
the congregation of OSL to ponder and pray.  
There are two (3 year term) Council  positions 
that will be opening up with our annual meeting 
in January, as well as one alternate position.  We 
are looking for 3 people to fill the spots needed 
on the Church Council.   
 

Is this something you would be interested in   
doing?  Do you know of someone that would be 
great to fill a position? Do you know someone 
that may be interested in filling a position?  If the 
answer is yes to any of these questions, please let 
Pastor Deb or any  Council member know.  
Thank you! 



Special Meeting of the Congregation 
Sunday, December 6 

Following Worship in the OSL Parking Lot 
Agenda:  Adoption of the following resolution in preparation of our annual 
meeting in January. 
Be it resolved that Our Savior’s Lutheran Church amend the Constitution, 
Bylaws, and Continuing Resolutions by addition of C10.08 of the Model 

Constitution for Congregations, stating:  
C10.08. This congregation may hold meetings by remote communication, 
including electronically and by telephone conference, as long as there is an 

opportunity for simultaneous aural communication. To the extent permitted by state law, no-
tice of all meetings may be provided electronically. 

Don’t Forget...Annual Meeting January 

2020! 

Committee Members please have your reports to Josie 

by Dec. 31st 

We Lift in Prayer... 
*Those who are grieving losses of any sort, including the family 
and friends of  Kerry Arledge, Rev. Leon Schulz (cousin of Margie 
Neugebauer) Doris Weitschat; David Morrison 
*Those recovering from COVID, surgeries, and those who are ill or 
hospitalized, including Adele (mother of Lori James), Evelyn 
Weaver (Grandmother of Brian Weaver), Larry & Vicki Mills; 
Randy (Shotgun) & Terri Schumack; Julie Neugebauer; Adare  
Diers, Pastor Art Weitschat; the Northcutt family; Kerri, Lisa    
Jasmer (sister-in-law of Pastor Deb) 
*Those with on-going health concerns, including Peg Tesch,      
Suzan Heidelberger; Chelle Schefcik; Pepper (nephew of Mike & 
Dianna Baschnagel)  
*For those in long-term care facilities 
*For our hospital and prison chaplains 
*Our firefighters and those whose lives have been changed because 
of fires, our first responders and our frontline & health care    
workers.  
*For our teachers and school staff, administrators and school 
board members 
*For our leaders at every level, including President Trump, VP 
Pence, President-Elect Biden, VP-Elect Harris, Governor Noem, 
Presiding Bishop Eaton and Bishop Hagmaier and their staffs 
*For our siblings in Christ, our friends and our enemies both near 
and far 



Hermosa/Fairburn 
Community Food Bank 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

   

Over 250 
boxes of 
food were 
given out 
during 2020 

     The 2021 Souper Bowl fundraiser has been postponed 
until January 2022 due to the pandemic.  The Food Bank 
Board members are grateful for the continued generous 

support of the community and area businesses.  Financial 
donations can be sent to Alicja Mead, Treasurer, at 

24210 S Hwy 79, Hermosa, SD 57744.  Please make 
checks out to God’s Cupboard. 

     The Food Bank is located in the back of Heartland 
Hair and is open every 3rd Thursday of the month from 

3:00 - 5:00 pm.   

Fundraiser 

P
o
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OSL Annual Christmas Day Dinner has been    
cancelled this year, in order to keep everyone safe 

and sound from illness this Christmas Season.  

The Chapel in the Hills will be presenting a series of virtual Advent 
and Christmas services during December. Watch for a new posting 

every week. There will be four services led by pastors with connec-
tions to the Chapel. In addition, there will also be various devotions, 

readings, and music presented by members of our Bear Butte Confer-
ence congregations and visiting pastors posted throughout the month. 

So check their website and social media frequently. The schedule for 
the main services is: 

Week of Dec. 6: Rev. Sonja Pillman, Graceful Hills Parish (Piedmont Valley and Attonement Lutheran 

Churches) 
Week of Dec. 13: Rev. Jonathan Steiner, Rapid City, asst. to SD Bishop Bishop Constanze Hagmaier 

Week of Dec. 20: Rev. Bruce Thalacker, Rapid City 
Christmas Week: Rev. Rebecca Ninke, Brooklyn Lutheran Church, Brooklyn, WI 
 

Links for all services will be available on their Facebook page at: facebook.com/ChapelintheHillsSD as well 

as their website: www.chapel-in-the-hills.org . Direct YouTube links will also be posted. 

Pine Ridge Retreat Center is hosting a 

virtual art show to support artists from 

the Pine Ridge Reservation. From the 

staff at Pine Ridge:                               

November 29 - December 5                 
pineridgereconciliationcenter.org/

artshowArtwork,  

Beadwork, Lakota crafts and more. 

Makes great Christmas gifts. Join us in 

supporting artists from the Pine Ridge 

Reservation!  

VIRTUAL 

http://facebook.com/ChapelintheHillsSD
http://www.chapel-in-the-hills.org/
http://pineridgereconciliationcenter.org/artshowArtwork?fbclid=IwAR3SrTgcrByut4tFqMBfWjxtD5BX_q-Ape1hY1JL6lInjwz3HXp80sa-EYU
http://pineridgereconciliationcenter.org/artshowArtwork?fbclid=IwAR3SrTgcrByut4tFqMBfWjxtD5BX_q-Ape1hY1JL6lInjwz3HXp80sa-EYU


The HS Youth Group has been busy making wreaths and center pieces as part of their fundraising projects.  
The wreaths are $15.00 and the center pieces (made from real crystal) are $30.00. Please let Pastor Deb or     
Josie know if you would like to purchase one and we will set it aside for you.  Thank you in advance for     

helping the youth of our community! 

Just a friendly reminder: If you are ordering your Christmas gifts 
and things from Amazon, you can use the link below through   

Amazon Smile.  They will then donate a portion of your purchase 
to OSL! That’s it!  Nothing more for you to do, except to use the 
link!  SUPER EASY!  Thank you for thinking of OSL when you 

are doing your Amazon online shopping! 
 

Amazon.com Best Sellers: The most popular items on Amazon  

https://www.amazon.com/Best-Sellers/zgbs/?tag=oursavslutc02-20&linkCode=ur1


   Our Savior's Lutheran Church    

    P.O. Box 136 

    Hermosa, SD 57744 

 

Website: oslhermosa.com 

          E-mail: osl@mt-rushmore.net    

Our Mission:  “We invite, encourage, educate and empower all people to follow God and serve others.”   

Worship Sundays 9:30am 
Communion 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month 

How to participate in the 2020 Local Angel Tree Mission 
1. Donate financially to the OSL Angel Tree Mission of the Moment beginning now through December 31st.  Cash 
or checks (write Mission on the memo line) can be mailed or dropped off at the church.  Give online through 
Tith.ly (drop down menu has Mission of the Moment option.) Pastor Deb and the OSL Community HS Youth 
Group will take these donations and shop for gifts remaining on the gift registry on December 13th. (Pastor Deb 
will shop for any last-minute gift requests we receive.) 
 

2. Gift List Registry- As we receive wish lists from LSS and the school, Pastor Deb and Josie will combine the    
requests to complete a gift list registry.  If you desire to purchase gifts yourself or order something online, please   
contact Josie for the list of gifts.  Let Josie know what you choose and purchase the gift.  Drop off the unwrapped 
gift at the church.  Or if you order online, have the gift delivered to the church.  386 Main Street Hermosa SD 
57744 
 

3. The Mission Committee will be wrapping the gifts on Tuesday, December 15th beginning at 10am in the church 

basement.  Contact Joy Neugebauer if you would like to be a part of the wrapping team.  Wrapping supplies will 
be furnished.  

of 
the 

The Mission Committee is excited to           
announce we will be working with LSS of 

Rapid City, the Hermosa School and            

Relator’s for Kids again this year to provide 
Christmas gifts for local children as well as the 

youth who are a part of the Arise program.  
We want everyone who desires to be able to 

participate safely, so we have made some    
adjustments this year. 


